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6 & + B8 Desert View takes over Teen Court ]

Desert View

As many of you have heard Halvorson House closed its Residential
Treatment Center on March 5th. With the same factors in consideration, all
Halvorson House programs will be closed by June 30th. We are working
with HH to avoid a loss of services to our community.

As of July first, Desert View will be taking over the San Juan Teen Court
Program in which was previously run by HH. For those of you who are not
familiar with the Teen Courts design, here is a brief over view of the
program.

Teen Court assigns constructive consequences that are designed to help the
defendant learn from their mistakes. Each sentence includes a mandatory
Basic Training Workshop, which focuses on responsible decision-making,
accountability and juvenile laws. Letters of apology are also assigned and
# ( defendants are to return to serve on the jury for minors referred to the
program in the future.

Other workshops discuss substance abuse, shoplifting, and anger
management issues. Mediations are offered to resolve family disagreements
and issues at home as well as conflicts between peers. Teen Court also
mandates community service of the teens in order to give them the
opportunity to gain a sense of civic responsibility.

Appropriate cases for Teen Court referral

« Teen Court accepts 1st, 2nd and 3rd offense misaleonaeferrals. The
8 "y most common offenses referred are:

P =~ o Minor in Possession/Consumption of Alcohol, Marjaa

Tobacco, or other Dangerous Drugs

Shoplifting or Theft

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

Assault or Disorderly Conduct

Criminal Trespass or Damage

Interfering with the Peace at School

False Reporting to an Officer

Possession of a Weapon

Felony offenses (if approved by JPPO Office)
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We’re here to assist our
clients with obtaining the
services and financing
options that best fit their
needs. Desert View has
several funding sources
that may help pay for
counseling services.

« Any teen between the ages of 12-17 is eligiblegtodferred to the Tee
Court program. Each teen must admit guilt to tHerefe for which they
have been charged and be willing to complete theesee assigned by
the jury.
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Parent I nvolvement

Teen Court can only work with the participationtloé minors' parents. Parents
are required to attend the initial Teen Court heprand a Wrap-Up
Appointment at the completion of their child's sate (30 minutes).
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If the minor is assigned the Substance Abuse PtewveWorkshop (6 hours), &
parent is required to attend.

What happens after areferral ismade?

Once the minor and the family have decided thanT@eurt is the best option,
paperwork is forwarded to the Teen Court staff, #mel family is contacted
within two business days of receipt. The minorhert scheduled for the ne
available Teen Court date.
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On the date of the hearing, each teen will exptam reasons why he/sh
committed the offense. At this time, parents widloabe given the opportunity
to make a statement to the court on their chilélsalf. Then a jury of teen
will deliberate and decide a constructive consegeedoased on the minor
testimony in court.
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After the hearing, the family will meet with an exterviewer who schedule
the dates for the workshops assigned by the jutrythi& time, the prospective
completion date is also scheduled. This date ig#jly 30-45 days after the
initial hearing. The teen's probation officer iswaxted and given a copy of the
teen's contract with Teen Court. This includeshieisassigned sentence and the
date on which the teen should complete his/heresent
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The cost of the Teen Court program is $30. Thisuthes the service fee and
the fee for participation. Nonetheless, this shonttt deter families from
participating as staff can make arrangements iardalwaive the fee.

Desert View’s Teen Court strives to empower youth and families to
make effective decisions through law-related education, positive peer
opinion, and personal and civic responsibility.
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5 :(Anger Management and Substance
Abuse for Youth) every Tuesday night from
6:00-7:006 ( & 2 + B

+ &= h 8 8: Slots fill up fast!

‘ & ‘ every Thursday night
from 6:00-7:30. This is an 8 week program™ -
our next parenting group 2 + #

+ &~ C % 8 8: Slotsfill up fast,
get signed up! Linda Wiebe, LPCC facilitates
this group.
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OptumHealth..

I e & | character and
leadership, education and career, sports,
fitness and recreation.

This group also includes components about
dating violence, shoplifting, substance abuse
and anger, the choking game... over all
learning to be a “stand up” guy! Ages 13-18
both  volunteer and court ordered.

For more information call 505-326-7878
Group meets from 6:00-7:15 for a total of 4
weeks. The group meets every Wednesday
night from 6-7 pm.
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“You'll shoot your eye out, kid.” So warned Sant-———-
when Ralphie confessed that what he really warged

Christmas was an “Official Red Ryder Carbine-Actic "
200 Shot Range Model Air Rifle” in the movie “4
Christmas Story.’Later, when his wish is fulfilled, he 4

almost does exactly that.

BB guns, pellet rifles and paintball guns are stifi
many Christmas wish lists. The danger they pose
children is obvious, but does that rule them ougiéis
for children? Careful parents should do their regeaThe U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission reported that between 2002 and 200& twere 89 air gun related deaths, of
which 62 were children younger than 15 years.
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BB’s and paintballs projected by air or CO2 gas ¢aposed to bullets propelled by

gunpowder) can reach some incredible speeds. &ssiclDaisy Red Ryder (still available)

shoots BB’s with a velocity of 350 feet per secdfps$). At that speed, a BB can traverse
the full distance of a football field in less tharsecond. Daisy BB pistols, using CO2, can
reach speeds of 485 feet per second (fps).

Paintball guns are harder to gauge. Sellers of guals do not often reveal the actual speed
of the paintball projectiles, but one study showleely reached average velocities of about
270 feet per second (fps), almost as fast as auBB g

Pellet guns are in an even more dangerous categbtly.velocities of over 1000 fps, they
can be as deadly as a bullet.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission warns tigét \elocity air guns with muzzle
velocities of 350 fps or greater pose risk of Heahd should not be used by children
younger than 16. Daisy labels its air guns accogtgiand states that velocities under 350
fps are appropriate for children between 10 andwits, more powerful guns (e.g., the Red
Ryder) limited to ages 16 or over.

With their velocities under 350 fps, paintball gunay be appropriate for children between
10 and 16, but only with the strictest of supeouisiincluding face, eye and body protection
and warnings about shooting at anyone’s face on sgi.

In 2008, the Journal of the American Academy ofi&eds published a study on the injury
risk of air guns. 14% of air gun injuries were e eye, 34% to other parts of the head or
neck, and the rest to extremities. The seriousmdssuch injuries are often under
appreciated by care givers, especially since fthlet Weight of the projectiles may allow
them to be swept by blood flow much more quickigrtioullets. Wearing eye protection is a
must, but some people have been injured, for examgdien they temporarily removed their
paintball goggles which were fogging up.
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Many states have laws covering air guns. In NewkY@ity, air rifles are prohibited
altogether. In Florida it is against the law fornons under 16 to use a BB gun unless
supervised by an adult and only with the expressseot of the parent.Another danger
posed by such guns is their realistic looks, wiuohld easily be confused for a real rifle or
gun by a law enforcement officer.

In summary, BB guns are not toys. If your childurler the age of ten, then forget it! For
older children, only age-appropriate guns (no pejlens, please) should be provided and
only under strict adult supervision. Such guns @arthe right context serve as good
educational tools for learning about gun safetyod¥ shoot your eye out, kid,” remains,
however, good advice indeed.

(Resource information by Pediatric Journal and A¥dvs-2008)

TEENSAND ADULTS: TEXTING AND DRIVING??

Admit it. You've done it. You've been driving dowhe side street (and yes, the highway as
well) when your phone, blackberry, or whatever ysa to call and text with goes off. You
immediately grab it, even though you are drivingraffic and really shouldn't.

It's a dangerous and terrible habit American deveve developed.
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The folks atCar_and Driver M agazine have now documented just
dangerous it can be.

The DANGERS INCLUDE:

« If you were legally drunk or unimpaired it woulck&aan extra
54 seconds to brake (screeching up to four feet)

+ Reading e-mail: add 36 feet

« Sending a text: add 70 feet

« Just like being impaired the driver is very sloweact. On average, it takes four
times longer to hit the brake.

None of this should surprise you. Sure, the headinout texting and driving being more
dangerous than drinking and driving got your attentMaybe that's because the American
public correctly views drinking and driving as wgporBut when it comes to texting and
driving, we are not as outraged. Probably becaumayrf us have done it and still do it
(even though it's banned in 14 states). Sadly,ilitlikely take more accidents and more
deaths to change that attitude. There are counsiEs®es of teens dying in accidents
because the driver was texting while driving. Undoately, | fear there will be more. Too
many people have become too accustomed to cheekimgil or sending a text while
behind the wheel, even though it's as dangerodsiraigng and driving.




