
  

 

 

 

 

                                                    

 

 

'Through sheer determination and willpower I'm where I am today, 
gradually reclaiming my life' 

In her own words, Megan tells us how, as a teenager, her boyfriend 
physically assaulted her so badly that she suffered a severe brain injury.  

When I was 16 years old, my boyfriend bashed me almost to death. He 
beat me so badly I suffered a severe brain injury and was in a coma for 
four months. That evening when he bashed me he repeatedly stomped 
on and kicked my head.  

While lying in my hospital bed my family and nursing staff could see the 
imprint of his shoe in my very swollen face. Intensive care nursing staff 
told my father they had never seen injuries like mine before, injuries that 
medical staff normally associated with road trauma cases.  

I was 14 years old when I began my relationship with my moody, 
abusive, violent boyfriend – he was four years older than me and was 
controlling and possessive. I was a young stupid 14-year-old girl who 
thought she was in love. I thought everything was great at first ‘til he 
started the abuse. I thought it was my fault, so I made up excuses for his 
actions, but no-one deserves to be treated the way he treated me. I think 
I really thought he loved me.  

Before my abusive relationship many people describe me as a very fit 
and healthy beautiful young girl in control of my own life, and very 
athletic. I was pretty smart although I couldn’t see that staying in the 
relationship could put me in a wheel chair with a brain injury. I thought I 
was just living life to the fullest - not to know that really I lived it almost 
to the end. 

I was a young girl, who foolishly believed she was in love. There are 
many things I am aware of now, which should have led me to end our 
relationship. Like when he would often verbally abuse me or when he 
became physically violent towards me. Like when he introduced me to 
drugs and supplied me with them. When alone with him, he would gain 
control by breaking down. He would become very emotional, cry and 
carry on telling some story which was so often, if not always, a lie. 
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Seeking Help to End the Relationship 

Before the last attack my parents tried to get help from the police but the 
police explained their assistance required me charging my boyfriend with 
assault. The only other way was to have him charged with having sex with 
a minor but I wouldn’t cooperate. I didn’t want him to get into trouble 
with the police. He had already been in contact with the criminal justice 
system over the assault of another person. He had been to court and 
ordered to attend anger management classes. I didn’t want him to get into 
any more trouble.  

After the assault 

Nine months after the assault, at age 17, I found myself living in a nursing 
home for years.  My ex-boyfriend was charged with assault and on us 
appealing his sentence, received a 10 year sentence with a minimum of 7 
½ years.  

What I would say to others? 

Girls really need to open their eyes, accept information and direction from 
all who love, respect and care for them. When you are in a relationship, no 
matter what your partner says, always remember you are number one. 
Without respect in a relationship it just won’t ever work happily for you 
both. So girls if they don’t like playing by fair rules, tell them they can ‘hit 
the road and that they are not welcome back in your life!’ Say: ‘I don’t have 
to tolerate this shit - you can’t treat me like this-EVER! Unless you can 
begin to respect me as an equal I’ll have to end our relationship’. Leave 
and go straight to the nearest police station right then and there! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Ever Wonder where YOU can find out additional information and 

resources concerning Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence? 

 

New Mexico Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs, Inc. 
3909 Juan Tabo Boulevard, NE, Suite 6 

Albuquerque, NM 87111 
Phone: 505-883-8020 

Toll-free: 888-883-8020 
Fax: 505-883-7530 

Website: www.swcp.com/nmcsap 
Email: nmcaas@swcp.com 

Executive Director: Kim Alaburda 
 

New Mexico Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
201 Coal Avenue Southwest 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 
Phone: 505-246-9240 

Toll-Free: 800-773-3645 
Fax: 505-246-9434 

Website: www.nmcadv.org 
 

 

Crime Victims Reparation     
Act 

• Have you been a victim 
of violent crime?  

• Did the crime occur in 
New Mexico?  

• Was the crime 
reported to Law 
Enforcement?  

• Did you cooperate fully 
with Law 
Enforcement?  

• Did you have expenses 
as a result of the crime?  

• Did the crime occur 
within the last two 
years?  

Call 505-325-7555 

Desert View Staff 

Rick Quevedo-Executive 
Director 

Teri Click-Office 
Manager/Compliance Officer 

Julie Swanson-Clinical Director 

Rob Harris-Case 
Manager/Counselor 

BeaJay Hinojosa-Case Manager 
(practicum) 

Susan Abraham- Client 
Advocate for SA survivors 

Stacey Swisher-Front 
Office/Reception 

Sarah’s House Staff 

Christina Oxendine-Program 
Coordinator 

Megan Roundy-
Advocate/Reception  

(Picture Below: Desert View) 
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Is Ricky Really a Sex Offender? 

When Ricky was 16, he went to a teen club and 
met a girl named Amanda, who said she was the 
same age. They hit it off and were eventually 
having sex. At the time Ricky thought it was a 
pretty normal high school romance.  

Amanda turned out to be 13. Ricky was arrested, 
tried as an adult, and pleaded guilty to the 
charge of lascivious acts with a child, which is a 
class D felony in Iowa. It is not disputed that the 
sex was consensual, but intercourse with a 13-
year-old is illegal in Iowa. 

Ricky was sentenced to two years probation and 
10 years on the Iowa online sex offender 
registry. Ricky and his family have since moved 
to Oklahoma, where he will remain on the state’s public registry for life. 

Being labeled a sex offender has completely changed Ricky’s life, leading him to be 
kicked out of high school, thrown out of parks, taunted by neighbors, harassed by 
strangers, and unable to live within 2,000 feet of a school, day-care center or park. 
He is prohibited from going to the movies or mall with friends because it would 
require crossing state borders, which he cannot do without permission from his 
probation officer. One of Ricky’s neighbors called the cops on him, yelled and cursed 
at him, and videotaped him every time he stepped outside, Ricky said. 

“It affects you in every way,” he said. “You’re scared to go out places. You’re on the 
Internet, so everybody sees your picture.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                               

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
FREE Counseling for Children, Teenagers and Family 

 
At no cost, Desert View provides Assessments and Counseling for youth who show unusual levels 
of acting out, anger, aggression, mood swings, depression, sadness and/or substance abuse issues. 

Individual, Family and Groups sessions are available. We also do onsite UA’s for $7.00 with 
immediate results.*Call 505-326-7878 to schedule an Intake. 

Parenting Classes 

Are you stressed as a parent and need a little support? 
Parenting Classes 

Next Class: October 7-November 25th- slots fill up fast! 
Volunteer and court ordered. 

 
We provide a loving curriculum that allows each parent to learn parenting techniques that are more 

comfortable and effective for the child and parent. 
Location: Desert View Counseling - 2700 Farmington Ave Bldg. F, Ste 1. For more information please call 

505-326-7878 
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♦ Step Up! Anger Management for Youth 
every Thursday from 5:00-6:00 

♦ Youth Substance Abuse/After Care 
Group    (NA/AA) Farmington, 
Wednesday 6:00-7:00 

♦ Women’s Healthy Relationships every 
Wednesday from 3:00-4:00  

♦ Parenting Classes/ Foster Parents Every 
Tuesday night from 6:00-7:30. Call for 
schedule. 

♦ Groups are volunteer and Court ordered.* 

If you have questions about any of these 
groups, please call Desert View at 326-7878. 

Check out San Juan County’s sex offender site: 

http://www.nmsexoffender.dps.state.nm.us/ 

Desert View Groups 

Contact us at:  
Desert View Family Counseling Center 

2700 Farmington Ave Build F Ste 1    

Farmington NM 87401 

Crisis Line: 947-3645                           505-326-7878 

Or at Admin@desertviewsas.org 

 

Sarah’s House-Transitional Living  

Undisclosed address 

Aztec, NM 87410                                     505-334-6112 

Crisis Line: 947-3716 

Or at Sarahshouse@desertviewsas.org 

 

We also have the Youthful Offender Program for 
sexually reactive youth ages 4-17. 

 

CRISIS PHONE: 505-947-3645 
AVAILAIBLE 24 HOURS A DAY 

                               

 Medicaid Accepted 

ADDITIONAL ASSAULT SERVICES: 
Sexual Assault Services of Northwest 

New Mexico 
 

Stats from Eleana Butler, Executive Director: 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) 

Program 
June Exams: 7 
July Exams: 13 

 
Rape Crisis Advocacy Program 

June Hotline Calls: 18 
July Hotline Calls: 8 

 
Coming up: 

Rape Crisis Volunteer Advocate Training 
Free 4-Day Training (Lunch Provided) 

Training covers the psychosocial, emotional, 
medical and legal aspects of sexual assault, the 

dynamics of violence against women and 
related issues.  The 40-hour training course 

prepares volunteers to provide crisis 
intervention and advocacy services to 

survivors of sexual assault and their significant 
others. 

 
October 25-26 & November 1-2, 2008 

8:00am - 5:00pm 
Space is limited.  For reservations contact Leah 

at (505) 325-2805 

______________________________________________________ 

Social Workers, Law Enforcement, Nurses, 
Educators, General Public 

PLEASE SAVE THIS DATE!! 


